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Forage Timely Tips: October
Posted on October 4, 2025

Feed hay to allow cool-season pastures to accumulate forage growth for winter grazing.
Leave 4” stubble on some pastures to stimulate faster spring regrowth.

Do NOT harvest or graze alfalfa fields Nov or after a hard frost.
Inventory and test each hay lot for nutritive value and consult a nutritionist to design a

supplementation program as needed.
Remove ruminants from pastures that contain sorghum species (forage sorghums,

sorghum-sudangrass hybrids, sudangrass, and johnsongrass) when frost is expected. Even
small patches of johnsongrass that have been frosted can cause prussic acid poisoning.

Begin strip grazing early planted small grain and brassicas (turnips and rape) mixes by the
end of this month.

Late Oct/early Nov can be a great time to control broadleaf weeds like plantain (broadleaf or
buckhorn), biennial thistles (bull, musk, plumeless), and poison hemlock.

New Herbicide Product – NovaGraz
Posted on October 4, 2025

Corteva’s new pasture herbicide, NovaGraz, adds another option to the pasture weed
control toolbox. What makes it somewhat unique is that many broadleaf weeds are
controlled, while white clover exhibits tolerance and lives on as a valuable pasture

legume component.
“Our research has found NovaGraz can provide effective control of common pasture

weeds, and the label lists effectiveness on a range of other annual, biennial, and
simple perennial weeds,” reports Mark Renz, an extension weed management
specialist with the University of Wisconsin-Madison. ~excerpt of article by Mike

Rankin in Hay and Forage Grower. For the full article go to:
https://hayandforage.com/article-5460-NovaGraz-offers-white-clover-

tolerance.html
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Timely Tips 
Dr. Les Anderson, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky

 
Spring-calving herds

 
Schedule a pregnancy examination of cows if not done previously. Winter feeding

costs can be minimized by eliminating open cows prior to winterfeeding. Pregnancy
status (pregnant versus open) can be determined using palpation, transrectal

ultrasonography, or blood sampling. Stage of pregnancy can only be determined by
palpation or ultrasonography (performed by your veterinarian). A new chute-side

blood sampling kit (Alertys from IDEXX) is available for use. It provides yes/no
pregnancy data in 20 minutes for about $8-10 per cow.

Evaluate the body condition of your cows and improve their condition prior to
winter. It takes about 75 pounds to increase body condition a full score. 

If you have already done a preweaning working, revaccinate (booster) calves as
needed. Treat calves for internal and external parasites. If you vaccinate calves

yourself, be sure to store, handle, and administer vaccines properly. 
Wean calves before cows lose body condition.

Obtain weaning weights of your calves and remember weaning is the time to do your
first round of culling and selecting breeding stock. You can eliminate obviously
inferior calves, especially those with wild or nervous dispositions. Consider the

number of heifers that you will need to save for your cow herd. Bulls that are old,
unsound, roguish, etc. can be culled now. It is not too early to begin thinking about

replacements.
 



Fall-calving herds
 

The calving season should be in full swing for fall-calving cows. Check cows frequently.
Identify calves and commercial males should be castrated and implanted.

Take accurate records of calving and calving performance. Our new app (Stocket at
Stocket.us) makes data collection and reporting simple, easy, and convenient.

Put fall-calving cows on accumulated pasture before the breeding season. Be sure to
save some grass in the breeding pastures.

It is time to get everything ready for the fall-breeding season, too. Line-up semen,
supplies, etc. now and get your bulls ready to go (don’t forget their breeding soundness

evaluation). Breeding soundness exams are a vital component to reducing the risk of
reproductive performance and need to be conducted 30-45 days before EVERY

breeding season. Contact your herd veterinarian to schedule the exams.
Obtain yearling measurements (weight, hip height, scrotal circumference, etc.) on

replacement animals - especially for registered ones.
Contact your herd veterinarian and schedule pelvic area examinations and reproductive

tract scores for your potential replacements. Use pelvic area to identify larger heifers
with smaller than normal pelvic areas so you can remove them from the breeding pool.

Reproductive tract scores can be used to identify immature heifers for culling. Typically,
heifers with a reproductive tract score less than 3 have limited ability to conceive early

in the breeding season.
 



Stockers
 

If you are purchasing weaned/stressed calves, have your
receiving/feeding program in place. Feed a stress ration which contains

at least 13% protein and is fairly energy dense.
Manage to keep newly weaned and/or purchased calves healthy. Calves
should be penned in a small lot with adequate feed, water, and shade to
reduce stress. Careful handling and comfortable, uncrowded conditions

can decrease stress.
When newly weaned calves are purchased in the fall, sickness and death
loss can be a big problem. Work with your veterinarian on a health and
receiving program. Consider purchasing CPH-45 feeder calves that are

preweaned, vaccinated, bunk-adjusted and treated for parasites.
Watch calves closely for a few weeks after their arrival. Calves will

normally break (get sick) 5-7 days after arrival, but they can break up to
14 days after they arrive. Have a treatment program ready for any health

problems. Early recognition of sick cattle improves their chance of
recovery. Watch for drooped ears, hollow appearance, reluctance to rise,
stiff gait, coughing and dull or sunken eyes. A good “receiving” program

is essential to profitability.
 

General Reminders
 

Avoid prussic acid poisoning that can happen when frost ruptures the
plant cells in sorghums, sorghum-sudan hybrids, sudangrass, and

johnsongrass releasing prussic (hydrocyanic) acid. Fields can be grazed
after the plants have dried up after a frost. New growth that occurs in

stalk fields is potentially dangerous whether frosted or not. 
Take soil samples for soil analysis to determine pasture fertility needs.

Apply phosphate, potash, and lime accordingly.
Test hay quality and make inventory of hay supplies and needs. Adjust

now - buy feed before you run out in the winter.
Do not harvest or graze alfalfa now so the plant can replenish its root

reserves. 
Remove fly-control eartags from all animals, dispose of according to

instructions on package. Treat for grubs/lice.


